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This event is open to the general public.

Talal Asad, Ph.D.
Distinguished Professor  
of Anthropology,
CUNY Graduate Center

Professor Asad’s research focuses primarily on the phenomenon of religion 
(and secularism) as an integral part of modernity, and especially in the 
religious revival in the Middle East. Connected with this is his interest in the 
links between religious and secular notions of pain and cruelty, and therefore 
with the modern discourse of Human Rights. His long-term research 
concerns the transformation of religious law (the shari’ah) in nineteenth and 
twentieth-century Egypt with special reference to arguments about what 
constitutes secular and progressive reform.

The Annual Frederic C. Wood lecture is sponsored by the Department  
of Religion and co-sponsored by the Department of Political Science  
and the Department of Anthropology.

  Individuals with disabilities requiring accommodations or information on 

accessibility should contact the Campus Activities  Office, 845 437-5370.


