
Individuals with disabilities requiring accommodations 
or information on accessibility should contact the Campus 
Activities Office, (845) 437-5370. 

“Roasting Ethics”

•  Philosopher’s Holiday Lecture Series  •

Luvell Anderson 
is an Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Syracuse University. 
He earned his PhD at Rutgers University in 2011.

Wednesday
October 3, 2018
5:30pm
Rockefeller Hall 200

Comedy roasting is the art and 
practice of making public fun 
of a specific person or entity, 
typically as a tribute. However, 
roasting can be a tricky business, 
as roasters must walk a tightrope 
between playful mockery and 
downright disrespect. Professor 
Anderson posits a positive 
theory of the ethics of roasting: 
when successful, he argues, 
roasts employ mechanisms that 
divert attention away from a 
joke’s content. It is when these 
mechanisms fail that roasts 
become disagreeable.


